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IWas born in Sumenep, Indonesia, which is located on the island of Madura. It is located about
40 minutes from a few nice white sand beaches. I attended a Catholic primary school ’Sang

Timur’ built by the Dutch missionaries. After 11 years living in Indonesia, my brother and I
migrated to United States (apparently, I was persistent in wanting to leave). I finished my last
year of primary school (6th year) in the greater Los Angeles area, a few minutes away from the
Santa Monica beach.

After finishing high school at Chaminade College Preparatory (West Hills, California) in
2003, I started my B.Sc. in astrophysics at the University of California, Los Angeles with a
minor in mathematics. During this time, I have worked with Dr. Michael Muno on compiling
X-ray fluxes from O and B stars in young stellar clusters using data taken by the Chandra X-
ray Observatory. In the middle of my third year, I participated in the Research Experience for
Undergraduate (REU) program in La Serena, Chile. The program is hosted by Cerro-Tololo
Inter-American Observatory (CTIO). I worked with Dr. Roberto de Propris on the luminosity
function of cluster galaxies using images taken by the Hubble Space Telescope. During my stay, I
gained some experience in observation utilizing the 1 meter and the 4 meter Victor M. Blanco
telescope.

I moved to Leiden, a few minutes from the beach, after obtaining my B.Sc. degree to con-
tinue my studies in astronomy supported by Oort and Huygens scholarships. For my minor
project, I worked with Dr. Richard Alexander on characterizing the transport properties of self-
gravitating disks. For my major project, continuing my trend in shifting to the lower energy
part of the spectrum, I worked with Dr. Lars Kristensen and Dr. Ruud Visser on submillime-
ter and near-IR molecular emission from young stellar objects in the Serpens molecular cloud.
Thus, I have completely moved from looking for keV photons to meV radiation (6 orders of
magnitude in energy) in roughly 4 years.

After my M.Sc., I started my Ph.D. in Leiden. I organized the astrochem seminars in my first
2 years. I was also a teaching assistant for the ‘Star and Planet Formation’ course by Prof. Ewine
van Dishoeck, and the ‘Radiation Processes in Astrophysics’ course by Dr. Elena Rossi. During
the past 4 wonderful years, I have presented the results of my thesis in international confer-
ences in Europe and in the USA. I also had the opportunity to visit the James Clerk Maxwell
Telescope in Hawaii. After finishing, I will be a postdoctoral researcher at Institute for Theoret-
ical astrophysics (ITA) in Heidelberg, Germany. For the first time, I will be living inland away
from the beaches.
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